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Term 4 Week 9  Friday 13 December 2019 

Learning for Life 

This is our final newsletter for the 
2019 school year. It has been an 
extremely rewarding year with  
many highlights. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank 
parents and caregivers, the 
Governing Council, volunteers, 
students and staff for a successful 
2019; and look forward to 2020. 
 
$527.45 was raised from casual 
day. This money will go to our 
sponsored children in India and 
Paraguay. 
 
Class Placements 
The process of placing 730 students 
into classes has been  long and 
challenging. Your child’s current 
teacher, along with specialist 
teachers and school leadership 
have all had input to the process. 
 
The process takes into account 
feedback from parents, friendships 
as identified on students’  
Friendship Podium, gender balance 
and the distribution of student 
learning dispositions/needs. We 
endeavour to have students placed 
with at least one friend. 
 
I thank you for understanding that  
we do not consider requests for 
specific teachers or for students to 
be placed with specific teachers. 
Upon you receiving student 
placement information the decisions 
are final. 
 
Letters advising class placements 
for Reception students in 2020 will 
be sent home in January. 
 

Exemptions 

If you know your child will be absent 
at the beginning of term 1 next year, 
you need to complete an exemption 
form. This form will ensure we 
continue to have your child enrolled 
at East Adelaide School. Please 
email dl.1036.info@schools.sa.edu.au  
if you need a form. 
 
2019 Staff Farewells 
We farewell and thank the following 
staff who have contributed to the 
learning programs across the school 
and at particular year levels: 
Larissa Maher 
Hayley Coombs 
Mandy Leimann 
Hannah Button 
Kate Argue 
Amehlia Schmidt 
Wasantha Dissanyake 
Kylie Kelly (who remains in her 
leadership role across the 
partnership) 
 
Special farewells are extended to: 
Georgina Sarantaugas 
Dagmar Keady 
Andrea Tuck 
These members of staff are all 
beginning a new chapter in their 
lives away from Education. I know 
you join me in congratulating each 
of them for their successsful, long  
careers as educators in South 
Australia and Papua New Guinea. 
 
We welcome back from parental 
leave: 
Melissa Severino 

Adriana Moretta 
Adriana Sougleris 
Andrea Vigare 
We wish Adele Giannone and her 

husband well as they prepare to 
welcome  their first child. Adele is 
on parental leave for 2020. 
 

Vicki Stravinski 

 
2020 Dates to Remember 

 

Term 1 Commences 

Tuesday 28 January 2020 

 

Pupil Free Days - term 1 

Friday 6 March 2020 

Tuesday 10 March 2020 

 

School Photos 

Wednesday 20 May 2020 

 

2020 Term Dates 

Term 1  28 January - 9 April 

Term 2  27 April - 3 July  

Term 3 20 July - 25 September 

Term 4 12 October - 11 December 

 

Address: 57-59 Second Avenue, St Peters SA 5069 Phone: 8362 1622 
Absentee Line: 8362 4164 or SMS 0409 965 052    Email: dl.1036.info@schools.sa.edu.au      

East Adelaide School Website: www.eas.sa.edu.au   Department for Education Website: http://www.education.sa.gov.au 

Wishing you all a 
happy Festive 

Season, with time 
to rest and enjoy 
the warm, slow 

days with family 
and friends. 

mailto:dl.1036.info@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1036.info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://eas.sa.edu.au
http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/


Learning for Life 

Staff 2020 
 

Principal Vicki Stravinski 
Deputy Principal Leonie Robertson 
Assistant Principal Belinda Robertson 
Assistant Principal Vicki Ford 
Student Wellbeing & 
Engagement Leader Yiota Seindanis 
  

The Vines 
 

Room  1 1 Julie Day / Pip Souter 
 2 1 Vicki Angel  
 4 Blue R Lisa Groote/  Melissa Severino 
 4 White R Jasmin Gerace 
 

Heysen Building 
 

Room  5 1 Anita Matern / Andrea Vigare 
 6 1 Nadia Plawecki / Adriana  
   Sougleris 
 7 R Heather Douglas 
 8 R Skye  Irwin 
 9 2 Vanessa Gentilcore  
 10 2 Natalie Marino 
 

Dawson Building (downstairs) 
 

Room  11 3 Jo Cardone / Yiota Seindanis 
 12 2 Alana Farina 
 13 2 Peti Foumakis 
 14 3 Lee Hayes 
 15 5 Tracey Merchant 
 16 5/6 Jon Borg 
 

Dawson Building (upstairs) 
 

Room  17 6/7 Androulla Vagnoni 
 18 6/7 Lara Titaro 
 19 5 Chris Byrne 
 20 6/7 Fleur Fotheringham 
 21 6/7 Sam Hutton 
 22 4 Belinda Altschwager 
 23 4 Brad Hoare 
 

Bannon Building 
 

Room  24 3/4 Ryan Van Den Brink 
 28 4 Nathan Collingridge 
 
Room  25 3 Mark Vigare 
 26 5 Jo Clements 

 
Room 27 3 Tanya Kay 
 
Italian   Tonia D’Aloia / Grace Vottari /   
   Adriana Moretta 
    
Teacher Librarian  Wendy Jeffrey 
P.E.   Anthony Prizzi  
Performing Arts  Natalie Diglio 
Science  Michelle Kershaw 
EALD  Antoniette Bovalina 
Mandarin (FLMD) Chunghuei Johnson 
Punjabi (FLMD)  TBC 

  Olivia  
 

‘My name is Olivia 
and I am in AGC 
(Australian Girls 
Choir). I have been 
in the choir for 6 
years and enjoy it 
very much.  
 

Recently I auditioned for a specialist 
group called Camarata and got in. I also 
had a solo as Moana which was at the 
Adelaide Town Hall. We have gigs that 
we attend and we have sung at the 
cricket at Adelaide Oval, Burnside 
Village, Adelaide Central Markets and 
last Saturday at Playford Christmas 
Carols.’  Olivia, Year 6 

 
A Celebration of Strengthening Community 
 
Room 15 and 16 were invited to sing Christmas songs 
to the residents at St Basils last Thursday. As an added 
treat, the children were joined by Maggie Beer and sang 
Jingle Bells together.  
 
During term 4, the children from years R-4 have had the 
opportunity to visit St Basils and engage in various 
activities ranging from arts and crafts, portrait drawing, 
interviews and performances.  
 
In addition to strengthening the bond between EAS and 
the community, these visits have helped students build 
positive relationships with the residences, learn about 
empathy for others and enhance their oral language 
skills.  
 
The St Basil residents attended our end of year 
Christmas concert and brought smiles to all students, 
staff and wider community. We thank all St Basil’s staff, 
in particular Angie the Care Manager and Darryl the 
wellbeing carer, for making it possible.   
 
We are very excited in continuing this beautiful 
relationship with St Basils in 2020.  
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Valedictory Speech 
 

Good evening guests, staff, teachers, friends and families. My name is Clayton Ho and I would like to 
welcome you all here tonight to the 2019 Year 7 graduation. It is an honour to be standing here tonight 
with all my fellow graduates as we prepare to embark on the next phase of our academic life, high 
school. I would first like to acknowledge and thank all the teachers, parents, caregivers, and other 
personnel who have made our education even possible. I would like to thank them for all their hard 
work, support and dedication ensuring that our primary school experience was the best it could have 
been. 
 
To the class of 2019, sitting alongside me. You are a fantastic group of people, some of you, I have known 
for nearly all my life, and others I’ve only just met this year. Each and every one of you has had an 
amazing year, possibly the best one yet at EAS! 
 
I remember our first day of school when we were just four or five, setting foot in this dangerous, 
unknown territory. It was amazing how all the other children in the upper grades weren’t even the 
slightest of scared being in this massive place. They all looked so big and confident running around and 
shouting across the yard, while we were there, knees knocking, struggling to even carry our bags. There 
would always be at least one child who would cling onto their parents in dear life, bawling their eyes out 
as though, if they let go, they might never see them again.  
 
I remember looking up to the year sevens as complete people, equivalent to adults who already knew 
what they were going to do as soon as they left this East Adelaide School. I envisaged them to have all 
these special privileges, like getting up to mischief and having rights well and truly beyond their years. 
So every time I saw them walk by, I thought to myself ‘I’m going to be like that too.’ Fast forward eight 
years, well I now know differently, and that they must have felt like me, a puzzle only partially solved 
with many pieces left to put together. 
 
Earlier this year, there was plenty of stress going around relating to what high school everyone was 
going to. There were certain factors a school had to have like, how many people were going there, or 
how good the facilities were, but the main factor everyone looked for was, ‘How good was the education 
system?’ I can remember the discussions amongst people like ‘I want to go to this school, but only 60% of 
the people who go there got over 80 ATR’ and to be honest, it got me stressed as well. But then later on 
in the year, several adults including my parents and the best two teachers at EAS, Mr Borg and Mrs V, 
told me indirectly ‘It’s not the school that makes the student, but the student that makes the school.’ 
That really got me to think about the amazing people in the past like Thomas Edison. Thomas Edison 
was that person in the classroom who was thought to be the least successful in life. He failed nearly all his 
subjects and received the lowest marks possible. Nonetheless, he was able to prove everyone wrong by 
inventing the lightbulb through never giving up, and a famous quote by him that has always stuck 
beside me is, ‘Genius is one percent inspiration, ninety-nine percent perspiration.’ To me personally, that 
quote related exactly to what my parents and teachers told me. The school is only well known because of 
its students; it’s able to give us the inspiration we need, but perspiration is something that comes from 
us, it’s our work ethic that determines our success. 
 
Overall, I know that the class of 2019 has had an outstanding year. It may have had its ups and downs, 
twists and turns, but I know that we are all mentally ready for high school, and I know that we will be 
able to apply the ninety-nine percent of perspiration needed. Thank you to everyone for making this 
year the best it could possibly be. I wish you all the best and congratulate the class of 2019 on 
graduating East Adelaide School!  
 
Thank You!                                                                                     Clayton Ho Room 18, Year 7 2019 
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TreeClimb Excursion - Rooms 17 and 18 



Canteen News (Kids Pantry) 
 

The canteen staff would like to thank all our wonderful 
volunteers who have supported the East Adelaide 
School canteen throughout 2019. 
 
We welcome any new families commencing in 2020 to 
consider volunteering in our school canteen. It is a 
great way to meet new people and embrace our school 
community. 
 
To end the year and show our appreciation, we invited 
our volunteers to a brunch, which this year we held at 
'FIX'. It was well attended and enjoyed by all.  
 
We wish everyone a safe and happy holidays. 
 

Lisa and Dianne 

 

Congratulations to Light 
 

Congratulations to all students on the excellent efforts 
made on Sports Day and in classrooms throughout the 
year. Earning house points is rewarding, and reflects 
that you are trying your best during your time at 
school.  
 
Only 5 points separated Light from Flinders, when Light 
were declared the winners at this mornings assembly 
by a very narrow margin. Good Luck in 2020 for all 
teams! 
 
Light 1013 
Flinders 1008 
Sturt 865 
Stuart 856 
 
Congratulations to all members of Light on winning the 
House Cup for 2019! 
 

Front Office Hours – School Holidays 
 

The Front Office will be closed from Monday 16 
December 2019 and will reopen on Wednesday 22 
January 2020 at 8.15am. 

 
2020 School Fees 

 

The Materials and Services Charges for 2020 have 
been set at $440. The Excursion Levy for R - Year 7 is 
$85. 
 

Amaze Yourself!  
Learn to Play an Instrument! 

 

Learning Through Music provides fun and educational 
instrumental music lessons during school hours at the 
school, once a week. 
 
Instruments offered: piano / keyboard, voice and guitar, 
instrument hire is also available.  
 
To join in 2020 complete an enrolment form (available 
from the school front office) and return to Learning 
Through Music via post or email. Phone the office on 
0401 398 120 or email info@ltmusic.com.au for more 
information. 

 
Private Music Lesson Enrolments 

 

Students wishing to start piano, keyboard, clarinet or 
saxophone/jsax lessons with Michael Beare in term 1 
next year are invited to enquire/enrol now to secure a 
place. The yellow IMT information/enrolment brochures 
are available at the front office, or alternatively please 
contact Michael Beare on 0403 004 733 or by 
email  michaelbeare@adam.com.au for more 
information and enrolment forms. 
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